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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Examiner 



Group Art Unit 



-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 



MONTH(S) FROM THE 



Period for Response 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 

. NO P eTod for response ^specified above, such period sha,., by default, expire SIX ,6) MONTHS from the ^J"^°«™ ^ 
. Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the apphcat.on to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

)( Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
VThis action is FINAL. 




Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 



piaimfs) 
Of the above claim(s)- 
Claim(s) 



y^Claim(s)- 
^ Claim(s) 
Claim(s) 



is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
_ is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

The proposed drawing correction, filed on is approved disapproved. 

; The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
All Some* None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
received. 

received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

'Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) 

Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

Other 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev 3-97) 



•US GPO 1997^17-381/62710 



Part of Paper No. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/300,930 
Art Unit: 1711 

prpcr i ny*) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
1 The following is a quotation of j5 b.S.C 103(a) wmcn ioniib 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A pate, .ay not be coined though the invention 

sect,on 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject ^ P ^ ^ tQ & person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Car, et al in 
view of Cary et al taken with Wyeech et al and Kagoshima et al. 

Note that while Cary et al do recite whether the phosphoric acid used in their process is 
water free, it is deemed that patentees or anyone skilled ,n the art would use water free acd if 
water interfered with curing reaction. In any case there is no evidence on record to show that 
comm erc,a. available phosphoric acid would interfere w,,h the curing reaction. Note a.so tha, in 
col. 4 lines 50 et. sec, where patentees discuss the use of boron trtfluoride as a quick acting curing 
agent can be slowed down by an amount of water defined in the instant specification by 
applicants when they define the term "substantially" thus indicating tha, the more anhydrous the 
curing agent the faster its curing ability. In response to applicants' argument that 
superatmosphenc pressure is used in order to foam there epoxy resins note col. 12 lines 56 et. 
seq . where ,, is indicated that the epoxy foams of their invention can be foamed a, atmospheric 
pressure due to the exthermicity of the curing and foaming reaction. Applicants arguments with 
regard to the secondary references have been considered and it is deemed that the secondary 
references have no, been used in combination with the primary reference to show the claimed 
process bu, ,o show ,ha, the claimed blowing agent, thermoplastic resins and the separation of the 
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resin are „ oto r,ous,y well kno»n in the art and to use these nra.ena.s ,n .he process of*. Carey 
« al reference would have been obvious to anyone skilled rn the art. 

2 The fac.ua. rnournes set fonh rn v.**- 3S3 U.S. 1. MS USPQ 45, 

( , ,66). .ha. are appl.ed for estabUshing a background for de.er m ,n,n g obviousness under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

nonobviousness. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applican, is reminded of .he extension of time 

policy as se. forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory perrod for reply to thts f,na, action rs set to expire THREE 

the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened s.a,u.ory perrod. .hen .he shortened statutory per.od 
CFR 1 1 36(a, will be calculated fro. the nraihng date of the advrsory ac.ron. In no even., 

of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Morton Foelak at 
telephone number (703) 308-2442. 
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Nov. 18,2000 



Norton foelak 

RIMARY EXAMINER 



